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-T.—Foreren Pottrics. 


‘hir of the 25th June says that thirty years ago the 
PP naent, crit seiidindah of Bengal used to levy many mathots and 


The cost of the Afghan visit. abwébs from their raiyats. hough the upright 


British Government has to a great extent checked these illega levies by the 
zamindars, one is struck with wonder at finding England herself levying a 
mathot or abwdéb from India for entertaining her own guest, an object, + a 
way, for which even the zamindars never ventured to levy a mathot. Lhe 
can be no doubt that the throwing of the cost of the Afghan visit on India will 
be far more unjust than was the levy of msthots by the Bengal zamindars. 
2, The Bharat Mitra of the 27th June pproves of the Secretary 
ee of State’s action in throwing the whole expenses 
sare dts echeie shnine eons as of Prince Nusrulla Khan’s visit to England upon 
the Indian Exchequer, and says that the Prince’s visit to England has nothing 
to do with Indian politics, and as it was the Queen herself, who invited him to 
England, the expenses of the visit ought to be borne by the people of that 
country. 
3° The Sanjivani of the 29th June refers to the rumour first given pub- 
Se licity to by the Civil and Miltary Gazette that the 
ian we = sdiplomat-c substitute on who is passing for the Amir’s second son in 
England, is not really the Afghan Prince, but a 
“ diplomatic substitute” for him. In connection with this rumour about the ‘“ di- 
plomatic substitute,” there is another which is going the round of the press. 


Lord Canning once invited to his durbar the leading citizens of Calcutta and _ 


their wives. The leading citizens came with their wives, who were introduced 
to the Viceroy. It was, however, discovered afterwards that these so-called 
wives were not wives, but “diplomatic substitutes” for wives. Comparing the 
possibility of the truth of the one rumour with that of the other, it may be said 
that the latter rumour might have some grains of truth in it, as the leading 
citizens had every motive not to offend the nf while they could not bring 
their wives with them toa public gathering. T ey may therefore, have been 
obliged to have recourse to “diplomatic substitutes.” The same thing cannot 
be said of the first rumour. ‘The second son of the Amir is a person too well- 
known to be replaced by a substitute. Mr, Martin who is keeping the Afghan 
Prince’s company must know him very well and is not likely to allow him to be 
replaced by a substitute, If therefore the man who is going by the name of 
Nusrulla Khan is really a “ diplomatic substitute,” Mr. Martin must be privy to 
a very unseemly transaction. There is, however, reason to think that the 
rumour has been circulated with a view to keep Russia out of the scent, and 
prevent her from inviting the Afghan Prince and holding a demonstration 
in his honour by way of a counter-move. Ifthe rumour has any foundation in 
fact, the Amir must be acknowledged to be a man of great diplomatic power. 


4. The Bangavasi of the 29th June observes that a rumonr is afloat that 
the person who is passing for Prince Nusrulla Khan 
is not ason of the Amir, but is only a “ diplomatic 
substitute.” This must certainly be strange, if true. But could the Amir 


The diplomatic substitute. 


venture to play such a hoax upon the powerful British Government? At all © 


events, an inquiry should be made to ascertain the truth of the rumour. 
56. The Hindi Bangavasi of the lst July says that the position of Turkey 
Ths Saliew of Siena ack the mey be very apEropessiey compared to that of a 
European powers. rog surrounded by a large number of snakes, every 
one of which istryigto devour it. Every European 
power has a mind to conquer Turkey, and would have conquered it if the other 
powers fearing that the conquest might make it too powerful did not oppose 
it. Lately, there has been a combination on the part of England, France and 
Russia to wrest Turkey from the Sultan. So, on hearing of the Armenian out- 
rages, they sent a Commission of enquiry which reported that the story of the 
outrages was true, though not itself above the suspicion of having acted dishonest- 
ly. This conduct, on the part of the three powers, has led to another outrage at 
Jeddah, which hus resulted in the English Vice-Consul being killed, and the 
French and Russian Consuls being seriously wounded. Of the three powers, 


ere 


Caarnv Mini, 
June 25th, 1896. 


Buarat Mirra, 
June 27th, 18965, 


SaNJIVANI, 
June 29th, 1895. 


Banoavasl, 


June 29th, 1895. 


Hinpt Banaava sI, 
Jul Ist, 1895, 


England is foremost in its threatening attitude towards the Sultan. It is said . 
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that Russia and France have ‘ceased to expostulate with the Sultan. Accordi 
to a Musalman in England, the Musalmans all-the world over.obey the comma: 
of the Sultan and an act of hostility on the part of England directed agai 
the Sultan will wound their feelings. pele a 


II,—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


Vhehaiont _ 6. The Vikrampur of the 21st June says that the extensive rice-fields 
une 21st, 1895. x adjoining the public road between Srinagar and 
ey Pre, 2 Vieempes Feinpur in Vv pur in the Dacca district, are 
ae infested by highway robbers. A few years ago, 9 
passer-by was waylaid on this highway, severely wounded and robbed of his 
money. This gang of robbers have not yet been traced, although a police. 
station is situated very close to the place where these incidents take place, 
Danvesavtanar 7. In reference to OO aon | 579% the np ove and 
' hee rdu Guide of the 27th June says that, though th 
ee ee Hindu papers and the Sercpien friends of the 
, Hindus attribute the Hindu-Musalman quarrels to aggressiveness on the part of 
the Musalmans, the cow-killing riot at Barakar occurred solely on account of 
aggressive conduct on the part of the Hindus. The mischief which the Hindu 
mashes did to those who were engaged in the Jd prayer as well as to other 
. Musalmans of the place defies all powers of description. 
PRatizan, 8.- The Pratikar of the 28th June has the following :— 
June 26th, 1805, | The village panchayat is entrusted with the 
: ong lage schaukidar and the task of collecting the chaukidari tax. It is the 
2 eas duty of the panchayat to collect this tax, and pay 
the chaukidar in time, and if he fails to do so, he incurs a serious responsiblity, 
and, under the existing law, his movable property may be sold in order to pa 
the chaukidar out of its sale proceeds. No panchayat, however, who is _blesse 
with a kind heart, can induce himself to strictly enforce the law on his poor 
neighbours, and sell their little all if they fail to pay the tax in time. The 
panchayat, moreover, is a member of society first, and a tax-collector afterwards, 
and he does not like to make the society to which he belongs too hot for him by 
making himself obnoxious to his neighbours. His honour too with its accom- 
penying duties and responsibilities is not of his own seeking; it 18 in a manner 
orced upon him. His duties are multifarious, and by no means palatable. As 
a subordinate police officer, he must always be at the beck and call of the Sub- 
Inspector, and if he incurs his displeasure, he has sometimes to pay the penalty 
in the shape of a fine. He has to keep his accounts properly, and submit them 
for inspection at stated times. He has to collect supplies for the touring 
officers and their staff, including even their peons and other menial servants. 
These supplies are not generally paid for, and the panchayat has to pay for 
them from his own pocket, or collect them by hook and by crook. The Magis- 
trate’s ardali is a vulture, who must be satisfied, and in this and other ways, the 
pact panchayat finds himself poorer by not an insignificant sum of pep As 
or the chaukidar, the less is said the better. Before the passing of the new 
Chaukidari Act, he was of some help to the village people. But since he has 
assumed the badge of the police service, and has been tinkered into a regular 
policeman, he does the village people no earthly benefit. He is no longer 4 
pervs of peace, but has become a source of oppression to the people, He 
reaks the peace more often than he preserves it. He is often forced to ill-treat 
the people against his will. He has to serve the Sub-Inspector, the head-con- 
stable and the constables of the police station; and in order to serve them well 
do their errands, he cannot but oppress the village people who are compelled to 
provide the police Sub-Inspector with a daily supply of vegetables and other 
articles of food. At night the chaukidar scarcely makes his presence felt. The 
sombre solitude of the night is. sometimes disturbed by his loud cry, but that only 
serves to disturb the sleep of the village people. The chaukidari tax 1s the most 
oppressive of all taxes. It is a tax directly levied from the people, .and no one 
is exempted from its payment. It is all the more odious as it Cite in no return. 
The people naturally grumble to pay the tax, and the panchayat incurs thelt 
serious displeasure, so that bis very name is odious to them. r or this thankless taab; 
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‘sno doubt granted a small commission, but that is hardly an 
a schaate tootienpias for all the worry and trouble he has to undergo in collect- 
ing the tax. ss i alii 
Gangaram, says the same paper, was, about a 
Bc descr mn snail ane, diocese in a drain in the market place 
A case of suspicious death. of Khagra, 4 village rsa the ) Murshidaba dd sti ict 
ition of Gangaram’s father that he suspected -no foul play, anc 
e as oth wes due to an accidental fall from the terrace, the police — 
no inquiry into the matter at that time, and ordered the body to be ag 3 
Gangaram had gone mad, and was confined in the lunatic asylum, from whi 
he was discharged only a few days before his death. -‘The public, however, 
suspected foul play, and rumour and gossip were busy in the village concerning 
Gangaram’s death, But no step was taken to investigate the matter. Now 
that a long time has elapsed, the new Sub-Inspector of the local police station 
has taken up the matter, and is making an inquiry into the suspicious death of 
Gangaram on his father making-so late in the day an application fur a search- 
ing in ; 
™ it is said that the police suspects one Sadananda Nag of Khagra as being 
implicated in the matter. It is rumoured that Gangaram had a éason with 
Sadananda’s daughter, and it is therefore suspected that his death may have 
some connection with his intrigue. So Sadananda and the members of his 
family, together with a few of his neighbours, have become the subject of the 
lice enquiry, and it is complained that these men are being very; badly treated 
it. The manner in which the police is treating Sadananda’s daughter is 
simply shameful. It it said that the police took down her deposition at night 
in a room where no one but police officers were allowed to be present. The 
girl, it is also said, was heard crying aloud during the time her deposition was 
being taken down. This circumstance naturally throws suspicion on the 
conduct of the local police, which, it cannot be gainsaid, has been highly repre- 
hensible from the beginning to the end. aig : 
10. In reference to the badmashes who have been committing oppression in 
certain villages in the Bagerhat sub-division of the 


The badmashes in the Bagerhat sate +3 
sub-division of the Khulaa detrict, oulna district (Report on Native Papers for 


Hitavadi of the 28th June says that any attempt to check the oppressions b 
punishing the offenders will be fruitless. In order tv cope successfully wi 
the evil, the badmashes should be bound down to keep the peace for long terms 
by personal recognisances and securities; the police should visit the localities 
once or twice in a week and ascertain from the villagers the movements of the 
badmashes and whether any change has taken place in their character, and 
submit the result of their enquiries to the higher authorities ;. the chaukidars 
should, on the days of their attendance at the thana, report to the police 
authorities if they have observed any suspicious movements on the part of the 
badmashes ; and lastly, the Sub-divisional Officer should once or twice in a month 
hold his cutcherry in one or other of the villages. The adoption of these 
a is expected to give security to the honour and property of the 
villagers. : 
11. A shopkeeper in Mechooa Bazar Street, Calcutta, writing in the same 
aper, draws the attention of the Commissioner of 
olice to the oppressions which are committed by 
Musalman goondas in the way of collecting sub- 


Oppression by Musalman goon- 
das 4 Calenite. , 


scriptions for the Muharram festivities. The men will on no account accept less ° 


than eight annas from any shopkeeper, and often threaten people with personal 


violence if their demand is not complied with. Any shopkeeper in Mechooa 
Bazar Street will testify to the correctness of this statement. 


12. The! Bangavasi of the 29th June has the following :— _ 

_ The British Government in India has spared no 
pains to keep the country well governed. For the 
preservation of peace and order, it maintains an 


_ The prevalence of lawlessness 
in the country. 


efficient wcive f 
rey 3 perfect. Had this plan been carried into effect, there would have 
n. left nothing to be desired. Unfortunately, however, the plan is never 


Wholly carried into effect. That it is not done so is, we think, not a secret to 


22nd June, paragraph 7), a correspondent of the 


and a well-paid police. The plan of administration on paper 


PRATIKAR, 
$ Jane 28th, 1896. 


HiTavaDl, 


June 28th, 1895. 


HITavapl. 


BaNnGavVasl, 
J une 29th, 1895, 


June 29th, 1895, 
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the Government. And we do not feel inclined to believe that a people who 
could found an empire in a far-off land, mong, at nought the innumerable 
obstacles offered by nature, cannot, if it has the to do 80, give effect to its 
plan of Government. As it is, however, the country does not appear to be 


as well governed as could be expected by the people. Here are a fow instances _ 


to prove our assertion :— 

‘he Vikrampur of the 20th June writes that, on the 4th June last, a few 
badmoshes of Atpara, a village in Vikrampur in the Dacca district, waylaid and 
assaulted a passer-by on the highway and tried to snatch away a purse from hig 
person. ‘The companion of the assaulted man having raised an alarm, a large 
crowd of people was drawn and the badmashes took to their heels. Four’ of 
these ruffians were recognized by the assaulted man and his companion. It 
transpires that these Jadmashes went to the house of the aggrieved persons in 
the morning of the very day they were assaulted, on the pretext of buyi 
‘cow. There they came to learn that the latter would go to a neighbouring 
village with money on their persons. So they, witha few other associates, lay in 
ambush, and sprung upon their prey when they passed that way. Strange to aay, 
when the aggrieved persons went to lodge a complaint in the local police station, 
the police officer in charge declined to take their complaint into his recognition, 
on the ground that they were not robbed of the money, and had therefore no 
cause of complaint which the police could recognise. 

Sibnivas is a village under the jurisdiction of the Krishnaganj thana in 

the Nadia district. Srimati Jaykali Chaudhurani is a local zamindar. A few 
days ago, a number of thieves trespassed into her house at night through an 
opening made in the outer wall. Before they could remove anything from the 
house, however, an alarm was raised, and the thieves took to their heels. The 
police declined to take the complaint into its recognition on the ground that no 
property was stolen. 
- Here is another instance in point, but of a different nature. We do not 
disclose the names of the aggrieved persons for obvious reasons. The names 
of persons and places in the following account are fictitious. The Rathatra 
festival is celebrated with great éclat in Maheshpur, and even ladies of the 
upper classes go out to witness the magnificent procession. Nashu Babu lives 
in Maheshpur. The ladies of the house, excepting Nashu Babu’s daughter, had 
gone out to see the procession, and late in the evening she, too, obtained the 
permission of her husband to join the other ladies. But no sooner did she 
cross the threshold than she was waylaid by a number of budmashes, gagged 
and carried off. She was discovered the next day lying in an unconscious state 
in an orchard outside the village. The local police came to be informed of the 
particulars of the outrage thus committed, but they did not take any steps to 
inquire into the matter. When Nashu Babu himself went to the police station 
to lodge a complaint, he was told that it could not be recognised without the 
deposition of the aggrieved woman in person. Nashu Babu had therefore only 
to brood over his injury in-silence. 

Let us give another instance. In Ramkrishnapur, there are two rival 
brothers. There was a dispute between them about the proprietorship of a 
hdt, and they had made up their minds to settle it by force. Lathials of both 
the rival brothers were assembling in full force with a view to make a riot, when 
the shopkeepers were alarmed, and applied to the police for protection. The 
police told them that it could not oisies in the matter as long as the distur 
bance was not actually created. 

__ ‘The above instances suffice to give the public an idea of the actual state of 
things in the country. The village people, who witness such instances almost 
every day of their life, cannot induce themselve to believe that the country # 
overned by a well-regulated system. The sooner this impression is remov 
et mind the better for all concerned in the administration of the 
country. 
13. The same: paper pametaien of the prevalence of agp all yi 
The ae, the country. In towns some show of privacy : 
aha = ers observed, but in the mufassal gambling goes on 2 
broad er and openly before the public; in fact, it has become a part and 
at of the daily life of the village people. In Krishnaganj thana in. the 
adia district, gambling has become one of the ordinary incidents of 
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market-place. If the law is broken openly in this way, the people will cease 


i ot 
dence in its efficiency and power. The village people do no 
ose + Lier pe it is on paper. ” They must see some ceaHestadion of it 


in the shape of the punishment of the law-breakers. 


14, The Sanjivani of the 29th June observes that there appears to be a 


7 reign of terror in the country. ‘As in the declining 
Increase of badmashiem inthe avg of the Musalman power, so in these the chastity 
—s of women does not seem to be safe, and there has 


been of late a crop of cases of assault on women of which it will be sufficient — 


to cite only a few in this place :— cero Gate 
Babu pe Chandra Ghosh, zamindar of Gocunda in the cog district, 
writes that two women, while returning from the Brahmaputra bathing fair, 
were assaulted on achur in the Teesta river and forcibly carried “ae by: a 
number of badmashes, headed by one Safatanasya of Gocunda. One of these 
women was a handsome married Brahman lady of 24 or 25. The ruffians have 


succeeded in concealing them and not a trace of them is to be found. This case . 


only goes to swell the large number of Asthami bathing cases which took place in 
the Mymensingh district, and of which the public heard so much. 

Only a few days ago, one Abdul Jabbar of Jaynagar in the district of the 
24-Parganas, forcibly carried away the wife of one Parbati Charan, an 
inhabitant of Durgapur, a village in the same district. The ruffian cruelly 
assaulted the woman and violated her chastity. 

The Vikrampur of the 20th June writes that in a village called Tulasa in 
Vikrampur in the Dacca district, a number of Musalman ruffians waylaid two 
Kayastha women and attempted to forcibly carry away the younger of the 
two and commit an outrage on her chastity. The elderly woman, however, 
raised an alarm which drew a crowd of people. The ruffians were thus foiled 
in their attempt and took to their heels. 

The Bankura Darpan of the 16th June writes that on the 11th May last, 
ten gundas, including a panchayat, broke open the doors of the room of one 
Giribala, a young girl belonging to the Beniya caste, and committed a most 
brutal assault on her. This took place in Saharjora in the Bankura district. 


A few daysago, in Baghil Srifalia Atar, a village in the Tangail sub-division 


of the Mymensingh district, four Musalman badmashes, Abdul Shaikh, Rafiyat 


Shaikh, Agar Shaikh and the son of one Ghatu Shaikh, abducted a niece of one 
Baku Shaikh, an inhabitant of a neighbouring village. They kept the youn 
girl concealed for several days, but at last her whereabouts were discovered an 
she was rescued with the help of the villagers. 


All these cases tell a very sad tale. Their occurrence is a sad commentar 
on the British rule, which was so long held by the people as synonymous wit 
peace and tranquillity. There is no hope of ensuring peace and tranquillit 
in the country if the district and sub-divisional officers do not deal wit 
the badmashes with a high hand. When Mr. Maguire was Magistrate of Khulna, 
he severely dealt with a number of ruffians who had at that time proved 
themselves a terror to the women of Malghar, a village in the same district. 
Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, when Magistrate of Mymensingh, similarly dealt 
with a number of badmashes in Bongram, a village under the Iswarganj thana 
inthe Mymensingh district. Similar drastic measures should be taken to put 
down the lawlessness which prevails in the country at the present moment. 


15. A correspondent of the same paper says that by far the most import- 

me site ie ant cause which prevents honest and educated men 
service, ey % te Pollo from entering the police service, is the ill-treatment 
of the subordinate police officers by “their superiors. 

The European police officers treat the native sub-inspectors and head-constables 


most shamefully, and hence it is that no man, having a spark of the sense of © 


self-respect in him, would enter the police service if he can, by honest means, 
earn a pittance to keep his body and soul together. There is another..cause 
which has made the police service so unpopular. It is the difficulty of getting 
leave. In the police service no man is granted leave without a previous notice 
cf two months, and even in that case he cannot get any leave if the fixed 
number of persons who are ean leave at a time, is exceeded on his being a 


recipient of the favour. No leave is granted even if the necessity of the applicant 
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és of a most urgent nature, ‘but it generally happens that the necessity cones 
to exist haae police officer is fortunate enough to be granted aca Me 
Even when a police officer falls ill, he is not allowed to leave his station 
and is treated in the police ery The medical treatment available in 4 
police hospital is not, however, of an enviable nature. But or pc cannot 
avail himself of better treatment and nursing as he is not granted leave. Hore 
is an instance in point. Babu Rajendralal Biswas is the Head Constable of the 
Ghatal police outpost in the Mymensingh district. - He has been suffering from 
enlargement of liver and spleen. The treatment in the police hospital is only 
aggravating his complaint. His medical adviser advised him to go to Calcutta 
and get himself treated there. But no leave was granted. He resigned his 
post, but the resignation has not yet been accepted. If he leaves the station 
without awaiting the acceptance of his resignation, he will be liable to prosecu- 
tion. So he must remain there, most probably doomed to death, 


16. The Bankura ad oS the a J wy says that . the night of the 
) chav. 22nd June last, a theft occurred in Gopalna 

i gail the en within the jurisdiction of the Vishnupur ‘thane 
district. the Bankura district. The man in whose house 
the theft was committed, gave information of it to the village panchayats the 
very next morning; but finding that the information was not sent on to the 
police station, he himself lodged the necessary information in the thana in the 
afternoon... In the evening the Sub-Inspector came on a local investigation, but 
after the lapse of so many hours no clue to the detection of the thieves could be 
obtained. ‘The Sub-Inspector learnt in the course of his enquiry in this case, 
that in eight cases of theft he had obtained no information, though information 
was lodged with the panchayats. The Sub-Inspector has promised to take 
steps against the panchayats for suppression of information. It is hoped the 
Sub-divisional Officer, too, will bestir himself in the matter. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


17, The Chdéru Mihir of the 25th June says that, now that the honorary 

benches are becoming more useful factors in the 

The, appointment of bench gdministration of criminal justice, greater attention 

er should be paid to the choice of bench magistrates. 

In making appointments to the mufassal benches, the two following things 
should be specially borne in mind :— 


(1) None but tried men should be appointed as bench magistrates. Only 
those who have by reason of their education, or otherwise, gained 
the respect and confidence of the public, ought to be appointed 
to this responsible office. 

(2) None but strictly honest men should be appointed. 


18. The same paper complains that the present Sub-Deputy Magistrate of 
The Deputy Magistrate and Netrakona in the Mymensingh district, takes down 
Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Netra- only the purport of the evidence of witnesses, and 
kona in the Mymensingh district. not the entire evidence as it is given. Even in 
summons cases such a procedure is calculated to lead to miscarriage of justice. 
The Deputy Magistrate of Netrakona acted wrongly in maki aharaja 
Kamal Krishna Sing of Susang attend his court personally on the 17th June last, 
for the purpose of giving evidence in a case, The Maharaja had prayed to be 
examined by a commission, but his prayer was rejected, and a warrant was 
ordered to be issued against him. 


19. The Sakachar of the 26th June says that without making an enquity 


: into Mr. Herald’s conduct in the Balladhun case, 28 

Ms. Herald of Fariaper. was suggested by the High Court, and in disregard 

of popular protest, Government appointed that officer Magistrate of Faridpur. 
But the effect of treating him with such indulgence has not been long in show: 
ing itself. Everybody knows how Mr. Herald lately acquitted a band of dacoits. 


Mr. Caine put a question on the subject in Parliament, and the eens | of 
State has, in his usual way, promised an enquiry. But the public will be 


‘glad to learn that Sir Charles Elliott has, on this occasion, been roused from his 


pretended sleep—a sleep which on previous occasions of: this kind made him 
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' : ° e,@ °® Md | “ . He ral d I ¢ 
af to public criticism—and has called for an explanation from Mr, Herald. 
is hoped the explanation, when submitted, will be published for ge | informa- 
tion, and that Government will let the public know the result of its enquiries. 
’20. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 28th June asks the authorities to grant, 
R mended in 20 imerease of pay to Babu Brajendra Nath Basu, 
ao ney Tihe ‘Treasurer of the ‘I'reasurer of the Barisal Collectorate, who has been 
Barisal Collectorate. serving Government very creditably on @ poor salary 


. 80 only. 
of “a % The Hitavadi of the 28th June says that one Mahabadulla of Madhupur, 


rriage-maker, being wanted by Mr. Heard, Sub- 
Mr. Heard’s high-handednoss. divisional Officer of Deostiae, wr sent for by one 
Lal, a moshaheb (parasite) of a ghatwal in Patheck. Mahabadullarefused to come, 
because he had not been adequately remunerated on certain previous occasions. 
Some days after this sofaath, Lal instituted a case against Mahabadulla; but it was 
dismissed on the ground of the non-appearance of the complainant. A few days 
later, Mr. Heard came to Madhupur, and had Mahabadulla brought before him, 
abused him in filthy language, and insulted him by pulling him by the beard 
and tearing away some of the hair. The Moshaheb, Lal, was then ordered 
to take Mahabadulla to Deoghur on a certain date. Lal shifted the charge on 
to another, and Mr. Heard threatened this latter man with similar treatment 
to that he had that day dealt out to Mahabadulla if he failed to take Maha- 
badulla to Deoghur on the specified date. 

22. The Tripura Prakash of the 28th June complains of the conduct, of 
| ; the Deputy Magistrates of Noakhali. They are 
i OP ta a coir of almost all beardless young men, who have joined the 

service quite recently, and puffed up with vanity, 
they think it beneath their dignity to treat the Court amla courteously. One 
of them recently wrote upon a document the words—*‘ Accountant will please 


report,” but on second thoughts penned through the word “please,” as if to . 


tell the Court amla pointblank that they do not deserve to be courteously 
addressed. ¢ | 

Another Deputy Magistrate, Maulvi Afsuruddin Muhammad, sent a person 
to hajat, although the offence with which he was charged, was a bailable one. 
The District Magistrate, Mr. Agasti; has, however, done the accused justice 
without being hard upon the Deputy Magistrate. It is to be hoped that this 
Deputy Magistrate, as well as the others, will conduct themselves more properly 
in future. 

23. The Sanjivant of the 29th June has something to say against the 


acquittal of a European soldier charged with the 
gee alien Dumee by ® murder of a Burmese. Three European soldiers 

went out hunting in Mandalay. One of them, 
Feltham, entered the compound of a Budhist temple and fired at a cock. The 
aim missed, and the bullet wounded a Budhist priest. Upon this a number of 
Burmese assembled and pursued the offending soldier. In the struggle that 
ensued, one of the Burmese was killed by a shot fired by Feltham. The prisoner 
in his defence maintained that the death of the native was a pure accident, 
the gun having gone off when it was being snatched away from his hands. 
The Judge and the European jury who tried the accused set up another plea 
on behalf of the prisoner. They maintained that even if the accused had 
intentionally fired at the deceased, he did it in self-defence, and was therefore 
not guilty. The prisoner was consequently acquitted. Now the question is, 
why did Feltham trespass into the compound of a temple in direct contraven- 
tion of the rules forbidding soldiers out hunting to enter the compound of 
a temple, or any other place of ee The Judge and the jury did not 


take this fact into their consideration. ill the Commander-in-Chief be kind 
enough to do so? | 


24. It is said, observes pe Sulabh Dainik of the 1st July, that the verdict 

This Geis cx 02 a of the jury in the case of Howard surprised 
. ree eee _ Mr. Justice Norris. If this is true, why did his 
ordship accept the verdict of the majority of the jury, and did not dismiss them 
and empannel a new jury in their stead? Mr. Justice Norris’ impartiality is 
unimpeachable; he makes no distinction between a black and a white offender. 
he was really convinced of Howard’s guilt, he ought not to have in all 
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conscience sanctioned his release. We, however, think that Mr. Justice Norris 
was for the acquittal of the prisoner, and he has acquitted him. We take the 
liberty of assuring his Lordship that henceforth there will be nothing to restrain 
the European soldiers from murdering the natives. We call this trial a tray 
of justice, and such travesty of justice is likely to introduce a reign of terror in 
the country. Is the Government prepared to offend three hundred millions 
of men for the sake of one European soldier? The Lieutenant-Governor wij] 
perhaps be glad to hear of the acquittal of Private Howard. If, however, 
the prisoner acquitted had been a native of India, His Honour would have 
said :—‘‘ Some one ought to be punished for the day’s work.” 
| SuLaBH DaINiK, 25. The Sulabh Dainik of the 3rd July writes as follows :— 
July 3rd, 1895. ss tetas at Unies When a Judge sits in judgment over an accused 
3 ee person, he should not allow his mind to be swayed 
by other considerations than those of justice. It must be admitted that 
Mh . Norris in his trial of Howard gave more proofs than one of his impartial 
and judicious attitude. From his charge to the jury, it 18 quite evident that 
his Lordship was for the conviction of the accused, but as the majority of the 
jury found him “not guilty,” he did not venture to take upon himself the 
responsibility of discarding their verdict. Mr. Justice Norris has not, we think, 
acted properly and conscientiously in accepting the verdict of the jury, He 
ought not to have allowed his respect for the opinion of the jury to get the 
better of his conscience. It cannot be gainsaid that in this case the European 
jury has acted most rap ag and their example ought to teach a lesson to 
those officials who, during the Jury Notification agitation, tried to maintain that 
the native jury is generally very pervert and never finds the right verdict, 
especially in murder cases. It is, however, the experience of the general public 
that the European jury is the most pervert, and that 1t has scarcely been known 
to convict a European who has offended against a native. 

The Howard case is only one of a series of cases in which European 
soldiers charged with the murder of natives have been acquitted by the Judge 
and the jury. The notorious O’Hara case is still fresh in the public mind. 
And the Howard case is of a piece with it. The acquittal of European soldiers 
has naturally led the public to think that the Government is afraid of punishing 
the European soldier, lest there break out a white mutiny in the country. 
Rightly or wrongly, this impression is gaining ground in the public mind and 
the Government ought to remove this impression as well as te keep its courts 
of justice beyond the touch of suspicion. If the Government really feels 
itself placed in an awkward position when a European soldier is charged with 

the capital offence, it may extricate itself from the false position by following 
a device which is now uppermost in our mind. Let justice take its own course, 
let a white offender be properly tried, and adequately punished. In a case 
where he is charged with the capital offence and is sentenced to the capital 
unishment, let then mercy come to the aid of justice, and let the Lieutenant- 
overnor or the Viceroy pardon the white offender, and commute his capital 
sentence into a milder one. This will maintain the integrity of the British 
court of justice, will save the Government from the painful duty of putting 
a white man—specially a white soldier—to death, and will at the same time 
reassure the public mind, and remove the growing impression that the British 
law is powerless against the British law-breaker. 
ice anil dai 26. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th J uly has the follow- 


ENE Se ; ing remarks on Howard’s case in the Calcutta 
July 4th, 1895, Howard’s case in the Calcutta 


Nesihins. Sessions :— | 
Of the nine jurors who sat at the case, eight 
pronounced the prisoner not guilty, and the Judge acquiescing in the verdict 
discharged him. We do not like to see a murderer punished with death. 
Probably, the jury who sat at the case were of our opinion, and fearing lest & 
verdict of guilty should entail on the accused capital punishment, they alto- 
gether acquitted him. It is otherwise difficult to explain how the man was 
ischarged after his own admission, and in the face of such clear proofs of his 
guilt. In the O’Hara case the accused was discharged by the full bench on 
a technical point of law, namely, that the evidence of accomplices, which was 
the only incriminating evidence in the case, was not corroborated by indepen- 
dent witnesses. In the present case there was no uncorroborated evidence of 
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‘ces to rely upon, but there was the acoused’s own admission, and ‘the 
a of two ind eo her witnesses like the Civil Surgeon and the Canton- : 
ment Magistrate. Why was no value attached to the admission? How can a 
man who knows that to kill 4 aa a club a more: heinous crime than that 

icking one to death, be said to be insaner x op arene’ 
” e Will the natives, then, thus continue to be killed? ‘The result of the case 
has pained and annoyed even the Indian Datly News. An inoffensive native is 
killed by a European, but no. one is punished for the offence. Is not this 4 
shameful thing for the Europeans themselves? It is hoped His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief will not remain indifferent after such a case. 


(d)— Education. 


27. The Hitavadi of the 28th June is glad to hear that the new Principal of 
the Sanskrit College has given up the idea of 
Mughdabodh restored. introducing his own Manimanjari, in the place 
of Mugdhabodh in the lower classes of the collegiate school. It would not have 
been proper for him to disregard public opinion, and introduce a book simply 
out of zd, or for the sake of lucre. 
28. The Samay of the 28th June has the following :— ae 
Countless are the anomalies in the Education 
Department, and their number is rapidly increasing 
under the rule of the present Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, who is in the habit of systematically protecting all erring officers, and 
even treating them with indulgence. Babus Dinanath Sen and Radhika 
Prasanna Mukherji have already served out their terms of office, but they have 
been granted, as a special mark of favour, an extension of service in spite of a 
strong public opinion against them, and of the existence of innumerable anoma- 
lies in the Education Department, which are mostly traceable to their selfishness 
and incapacity. Of these anomalies we have already discussed many (see 
R. N. P. for 18th May, paragraph 11, and 8th June, paragraph 13), and we are: 
under the painful necessity of discussing some more. . ee 
(1). The first anomaly we will now refer to is one relating to th 
appointment and transfer of pandits in the vernacular schools. The pay 
attached to their posts is a pittance, but even for this pittance they have 
to depend entirely on the Inspectors of Schools and their darks whose conve- 
-nience and interest they have always to consult in order to make themselves 
secure in their posts, which they owe to their favour. This being the case, it is 
not strange that these pandits should be servile tools in the hands of the 
Inspectors, and should try their best to promote the selfish interests of their 
masters. It is an open secret that these pandits get their boys to read books 
which are not recommended by the Text Book Committee, but which a’ ney 
hus 


Anomalies in the Education 
Department. 


to be written by the Inspectors of Schools or their friends and relations. ; 
books recommended by the Text Book Committee are ousted by books which 
are rejected by it as worthless. And this evil is allowed to grow and flourish, 
and have its course without let or hindrance. There is no one to put it down. 
The Inspectors themselves are entrusted with the management of the Circle 
schools, and it goes against their interest to put down the evil. The Secretaries 
of aided schools hesitate to offend the Inspectors, who have the power to deprive 
their schools of the public aid, and the teachers of the middle : 

too, are in no better plight than the pandits. There is another reason why these 
pandits try to keep the Inspectors of Schools in humour. It is the Inspectors 
who have the power to transfer them from one place to another, and it is the 
interest of every one of them not to incur the displeasure of their masters, and 


thereby lose the chance of being allowed to remain where it is most convenient 
for them to live. = 


(2). Another great anomaly in the Education Department relates to thé 


selection of text-books. It has me quite notorious that the In rs of 
chools consult their own interests, and those of their friends and relations, in 
selecting text-books for the vernacular and middle English schools, and some- 
es also for the higher English schools,. Our statement is fully borne out by 
are lists of text-books prepared by Babus Dinanath Sen and Radhika Prasanna 
ukherji. These lists contain the names of few books from the pen of writers 
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other than Inspectors of Schools, and even the few books not written by. 
2g i that are allowed and let in, are, it is cted, favoured with pi 
in the lists on account of their‘authors’ kinship with the favoured officers of the 
Education Department, It-is no doubt unfortunate thatin the matter of the 
selection of text-books, the Government itself sets a very bad example by compel- 
ling the boys of the vernacular schools to read text-books of indiffe-ent merit 
published by the Education Department, in preference to books of superior merit 
that are available in the market. Dr. Cunningham’s Sant‘ary Primer, for 
example, a book of indifferent merit, published by the Government, was long 
a text-book for the boys of the primary schools. It has lately given place to 
another book, Way to Health, also published by the Government. This book 
too, is incomplete and defective, and the Director of Public Instruction strongly 
recommended the substitution in its place of a book of superior merit. The 
Lieutenant-Governor, however, has declined to accept the proposal of the 
Director of Public Instruction. The Government, therefore, appears to be 
on the side of the monopoly of text-books, and the Inspectors of Schools 
have, Soa amy its silent approval in enjoying the benefits of such monopoly. 
Babu Radhika Prasanna Mukherji cannot, therefore, be said to be acting without 
a precedent in getting several books, written by himself and his brother, intro- 
duced as text-books.. It isa matter of regret, however, that the Government 
should in this country enjoy a monopoly which in England would not be 
tolerated for a moment, 

(3), The next great anomaly relates to the examinations of the boys of 
the vernacular and middle English schools. It is really a great anomaly that 
the Inspectors of Schools should be allowed, as under the existing system, to 
appoint examiners, revise the papers set by them, and add up the marks secured 
by the examinees in different subjects. The existing system holds out. to 
unscrupulous Inspectors a great opportunity of helping their protegés. They 
may acquaint boys in whom they take an interest with the questions which are 
going to be set at the examinations, or they may make them stand high in the 
examination by showing against their names more marks than they have 
actually secured. There is nothing which an unscrupulous Inspector may not 
do to serve a friend or a relation, and thus it often happens that through the 
machinations of unscrupulous Inspectors really deserving candidates are 
deprived of scholarships which go to the pockets of the friends and relations of 
unscrupulous men who enjoy the privilege of holding high posts in the Educa- 
tion Department. 

(4). Another grave anomaly is the waste of public money in the Education 
Department. The Inspectors of Schools make ducks and drakes of the publi 
money, and there is no one to superintend their conduct. There are various 
ways in which the public money is misappropriated by the Inspectors and their 
subordinates. They buy books written by them or their friends with the 
public money in order to award them as prizes to the boys of the vernacular 
and middle English schools. And even when they buy other books, the com- 
mission 18 generally misappropriated by them, Higher prices are also charged 
for articles which have been bought at lower prices. There is waste of money 
also under the head of pay and pension. 

(5). The last and the greatest anomaly in the Education Department, 
however, is that the existing system encourages the evil complained of, and #3 
not at all possible to put it down without reforming the system. The Inspectors 
are, under the existing system, the masters of the situation. There are none 
to watch over their conduct, there are none to take them to task for miscondutt. 
The teachers of the vernacular schools are tools in their hands, and they at 
not likely either to oppose them or to publicly complain of their conduct. The 
authorities too are loath to institute any independent inquiry into their conduct, 
and even when a complaint is made against them, they need fear no wor 
humiliation than the obligation to submit an explanation, which is sure t0 
exculpate them from any charges that may have been laid at their door. 

29. The yeompioee ya of the 2nd J uy says that tie 

weit lait tal , that the commen on the rules m 
Mesinen} ck cam Nyayalankar’s Nilmani Nyayal nkars Sanskrit Grammer 2 
: _. .  ~. meangart, is in English is not a disqualifying tea 

of the book, considering that English is the language which tet sr | valued 


‘University in the ‘country, ) many 
Saxtakeit College itself are not Bengalis, but inhabitants of other wth ee pe ; 
Nor can there be anything to object to in the substitution _Mani- 
manjari for Mugdhabodh, 10. the Sanskrit College. Indeed, Mugdhabodh is 
a misnomer, for very few is the number of the ignorant whom it ‘has 
° > nin : j ; : ee ae | 
pes egy oy a Chandrika of the 4th July does not see any 
objection to the substitution of Man aré for 
Manimanjari in the Sanskrit yygdhabodh in the lower classes of the Sanskrit 
se Collegiate School, especially as the book has been 
thoroughly revised, all the English portions of it oe and the explanations 
iven in easy Sanskrit. The book, moreover, will be more useful than the late 
Pandit Vidyasagar’s Kaumudi, and will enable the students to learn all the 
important things in Mugdhabodh and Panini in a considerably shorter space of 
time than is required in mastering either of these t works. As for the 
new Principal introducing a book compiled by himself, Pandit Vidyasagar set 
the example long before, and with very good result. The reading of Mugdha- 
bodh in the lower classes of a school is attended with very unsatisfactory 


results. 


(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


81. The Samay of the 28th June writes as follows:— 

: : The Lieutenant-Governor proposes that the 
The village union and village ‘village unions should be entrusted with the task of 
ee . improving the sanitary condition of the villages, and. 
that with this view, they should be provided with adequate funds so that they 
may begin their work in right earnest without much delay and procrastination. 
His Honour, however, does not point out the means by which the village unions 
are to furnish themselves with funds; he leaves it to the public to devise the best 
possible means and gives them the assurance that in this matter he will act upon 
any practicable suggestion that they may make. We fully agree with the 
Lieutenant-Governor in that the task of improving the sanitary condition of the 
Bengal villages should be entrusted to the village union committees, They are 
in our opinion the constituted representatives of the village communities. Ina 
village there are none who are more obeyed and respected than the village head- 
men. ‘Their word is law, and it is not rare to see the raiyats of a particular 
village, stubbornly refusing to pay the zamindar’s dues at the instigation of their 
headmen. But we thmk that the powers with which the village unions are 
going to be invested should, in order to be of any good, not be hedged in by 
restrictions and limitations. The panchayats should have the power to. devise 
and adopt the means best suited to a particular village, and they should be given 
the fullest liberty to exercise their discretion under the instruction and helpful 
guidance of the Municipality or the District Board, or the Local Government. 
We think that the measure which the village unions should adopt first of all to 
improve the Mee sanitation, is the supply of good drinking-water, and with this 
view, they should dig in every village wells or tanks at a distance of one mile 
or half a mile from one another. The village chaukidars should be instructed 
to keep strict watch over these reservoirs so that their water is not fouled by the 
villagers; and if any one fouls their water behind the back of. the police, he 
should be severely dealt with according to law. These tanks and wells should 

be cleared every year before and after the rainy season. 


_ As regards the collection of funds, we venture to make the following 
observations :— 
_ . (@). . The Municipalities and the Distriet and Local Boards should be 
instructed to devote to the improvement of village sanitation, one-third of the 
money which they now spend in repairing roads and other public thorough- 
fares, ‘They need not spend for this the same amount of money every 
year. After they have made an initial outlay in digging the tanks and wells : 


they need only make a small annual expenditure in keeping them in thorough: 


repair, 
_ (0). A section should be introduced into the Municipal Act virtue of 
which owners of tanks and wells should be required to aes ly . hone 
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where the owners.are too poor to repair their tanks and wells, the unions: 
should get. them. repaired at the public expense under the condition. that 


although their owners shall not lose their right of ownership in their pro 
the village public shall have the right to use the water of those Pa. | 


wells, | ; 

(ec). The zamindars and well-to-do raiyats of a village should be made to 
contribute to the union fund. Arrangements should be made to punctually 
realize these contributions, and the British Indian Association and the zamindari 
panchayat should be consulted with a view to devise the best means to make the 
zamindars and the well-to-do raiyats contribute to the said fund without maki 
them feel the pressure of their contribution as that of a tax. It is of course 
just to make every villager contribute to the fund, but it is too much to expect 
that the poor raiyat should ever be able to make any contribution. : 

(@). As the Bengal Provincial Conference suggested a few years ago, the 
balance (or at least one-third of the balance) of the public works ‘cess, after 
meeting the expenditure under that head, should be devoted to the improvement 
of village sanitation. As there is a separate famine fund in existence; this 
balance should not be utilised in relieving the inhabitants of famine-stricken 
districts. | : 

e). Under the existing system, if there is any balance left of the road cess 
levied in a particular district, 1t goes to the road cess fund of another district, 
This practice should be discontinued, and the balance should be devoted to the 
improvement of village sanitation in the particular district in which the cess is 
levied. 


(g)—Raihoays and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 


32. The Vikrampur of the 21st June regrets to learn that from the Ist 
July the Government has handed over to a private 
Company the management of the steamer service 
between Goalundo and Narainganj. This will 
cause passengers very great inconvenience, as the Company is notorious for its 
ill-treatment of them. It is said that about twenty-one employés who have 
been serving the Government very creditably for the last few years will be 
dismissed. it is to be hoped that the Government will reconsider its decision 
about the transfer of the management, and somehow provide for the men whose 
services will most probably be dispensed with. 

33. The Kasipur Nivas: of the 28th June draws attention to the miserable 
condition of the Harinaphulia Road, and the two 
roads leading from Kasipur to the Kalijira river in 
the Backergunge district. Most of the bridges 
along these roads have been in a most dilapidated and fearfully dangerous 
condition for some time. The District Board should not allow cows to be 
tethered on the public roads, : , 

34. The Government, says the Dacca Gazette of the Ist July, has handed 
i ia a to - * India General Mares Navigation Com- 
or service between pany” the management of the steamer service 
ene ree Ssiteinn Gealenia end Narainganj. It is said that 
the hard competition with the Company made the Government suffer such loss 
that it has been at last obliged to sell off itsconcerntothe Company. The Com- 
pany has already made itself popular, and now that it will have no rival in the 
field, it will, it ishoped, not prove itself troublesome, but will, on the other hand, 
remove the inconvenience which its passengers have to suffer. Some of these 
inconveniences are enumerated below :— ocd 


(1) There is no proper accommodation for female passengers in the 
Company’s steamer, and the treatment snacehal to them by the 
_Company’s servants, is not such as it should be. 
(2) Middle-class people have to suffer great inconvenience in the Com- 
pany’s steamers. They cannot afford to pay the first-class fare, 
. and are obliged to travel on the deck, there being no intermediate 
class in the steamers. 


(3) There'is no separate accommodation for orthodox Hindus in the 
Company’s steamers. 


The steamer service between 
Narainganj and Goalundo. 


Roads in the Backergunge dis- 
trict. , 


/ 


( 547 ) ae 


6 Company’s servants do not properly conduct themselves 
*) wre 2g passengers, and harass them in various ways. = 
(5) The Company is very irregular in running its steamers, and this 
causes very great inconvenience to the ngers, who on this 
account often fail to catch the trains in time, and. have to pass @ 


whole night at Narainganj in the open air, as the og oe Se 


servants do not allow the passengers to pass the night in 
steamer. 


(s)— General. 


_ The Hitavadi of the 28th June has the following :— ; 
| We have already described the rigour with 
Official high-handedness in Deo- which the pilgrims’ lodging-house rules are enforced 
ghur. in Deoghur. It is not possible ta give in words an 
adequate idea of the sufferings they have entailed, and none but sufferers them- 
selves are able to realise the keenness of their sufferings. The arbitrary 
conduct of the officials, added to the rigorous enforcement or the lodging-house 
rules, has become too much for the residents. One or two instances will not 
be sufficient to give an idea of the unlawful way in which the officials in 

Deoghur are conducting themselves. Still some instances are given below:— 
There is a charitable dispensary in Deoghur. It is in charge of a com- 
ounder, and the pay attached to the post is only Rs. 15. One Durga Charan 
Biswas was appointed to the post in January last. After serving for one month, 
Durga Charan found that his salary was not sufficient to meet his expenses. 
Indeed, considering the high prices prevailing in Baidyanath, it is not easy for 
a man with family to live in the place on Rs. 15a month. Durga Charan 
accordingly submitted his letter of resignation, But as no previous compounder 
had been able to stick to the post for more than two or three months, it was 
not the Sub-divisional officer’s intention to let off Durga Charan so easily. 
Mr. Heard told the compounder that, if within one year, he should again speak 
of resigning, he would inflict upon him a heavy fine and other punishments, 
The compounder knew not what to do under the circumstances. It was not 
in any way possible for him to maintain himself and his wife and two children, 
with fifteen rupees a month. And Mr. Heard would not allow him to go away. 
Goaded by necessity, in March last, Durga Charan again tried to give up his 
appointment. At this Mr. Heard grew angry with him, and fined him Rs. 2 
for ‘‘contumacy.” This was very proper punishment, fining a man whose 
offence was that he was in want. He was not to leave Baidyanath, nor was 
he to get there enough to enable him to maintain himself and family. In utter 
despair, Durga Charan intimated to the Sub-divisional Officer that he would 
leave the post at the expiration of a month. In reply, Mr. Heard informed the 
compounder that the month’s time was to be pel § not from the date of the 
application, but from the date on which Mr. Heard read it, that is, from the 12th 
April 1895. ‘The compounder thus expected to be at his liberty after the 11th 
May. But the whole month of May passed away, and it was the 8rd June, but 
no one could be found to take up Durga Charan’s office. Durga Charan was 
therefore not allowed to go. He was, moreover, informed that his pay for the 
month of May was not then to be paid. Finding all his supplications in vain, 

Durga Charan one night stealthily left the place with his family. 

Will Government, now that this Mish banded conduct of Mr. Heard is 
brought to its notice, enquire into the matter? Ifthe stories which have been 
published in this paper appear on enquiry to be true and to contain no exaggera- 
tion, will the authorities adopt measures to stop such official vagaries? The 
people will despair of obtaining redress, if Government hears of the wrongs 
which they daily suffer, and remains silent and indifferent. 

As representatives of the people, we are bound to ventilate the wrongs of the 
people, so long as. they are not redressed. And we will not stop agitating so 
long as opportunities are given to rash and high-handed officials to oppress the 
people. It is not we alone who speak of these oppressions, but our stories are 
corroborated by correspondents. Here is what a correspondent writes to us:— 

‘The greatest oppression is committed in the Sonthal Parganas. The 
meek and inoffensive people of the place never venture to bring official oppres- 
~ to the notice of the authorities, because their doing so gets them into 

rouble. Oppression, therefore, meets with no check in the Sonthal Parganas, 
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Mr. Heard, whois now the Sub-divisional Officer, 18, indeed, a very ‘hard’ off 
Salon policemen in Baidyanath possess unlimited power, and do an er 
they like. No one dares to oppose them. It is ‘therefore easy to: imagine how 
miserable the condition of the people there is. Itis difficult to believe 
these people live under British rule. I was in the Sonthal Parganas and I hay, 
seen the oppressions with my own eyes. When the Magistrate goes out op 
tour, he receives his proper allowance from Government; but wherever he goes 
he not only makes the sage pay for his food, but also exacts from them more 
cows, sheep, &c., than he requires for hisown use. Is Government blind to 
these oppressions ?” 

We corroborate every word of what this correspondent says. Not only do 
the officials take more than what they actually want for their own use, but they 
appropriate the proceeds of the sale of the surplus articles. Other people, too 
besides ghatwals, are called upon, under sealed orders, to supply eggs, fowls, 
goats, sheep, &c. Ifthey are in excess of what is wanted by the officials for 
domestic consumption, the surplus is sold by public auction in the court-honse 
through the agency of the Nazir. The Lieutenant-Governor is not robably 
aware of these things. But itis hoped that now that they are brought to his 
notice, he will take steps to check the oppressions. ‘They are not onl making 
His Honour unpopular, but are also tarnishing the good name of the British 
Government. 

36. The same paper has the following :— 


We are forced to divulge some secrets, because 
Payer patronage of the though Government has stopped the unusual favour 
: which was shown to the Panjab Patriot in the 
matter of the publication of advertisements, it has done nothing to check a 
favour of the same kind, which is shown to the Hindoo Patriot in Calcutta. 
The Hindoo Patriot has at present got a very poor list of subscribers, the poorest 
that any English daily has got. And of the small number of copies that are 
daily issued, the British Indian Association alone buys up the majority. Can 
any one say why Government gives its advertisements to the Hindu Patriot, 
when there are other papers like the Amrita Bazar Pairika and the Indian 
Mirror, which possess a far larger circulation? The writer knows that there is 
a, demi-official order in the Public Works Department, requiring all advertise- 
ments which are given to the Exchange Gazette, to be published also in the Hindoo 
Patriot. The advertisements of that Department which are published in English 
papers like the Englishman, are also published in the Hindoo Patriot, and the 
Pairiot also gets other Government advertisements which are given to the 
Exchange Gazette and not even to the English papers. Can any one explain the 
reason of this extraordinary favour which is shown to the Hindoo Patriot? 
Government’s partiality to the Hindoo Patriot, that is to say, the partiality 
of certain Government officials to the Patriot is pointed out, and it is hoped 
that an enquiry will be made into the matter. The reason of the Hindo 
Patriot?’s extraordinary loyalty should not be far to seek, if only a statement 
were published showing its income from advertisements received from the office 
of the Engineer, 2nd Division, Calcutta. If Government does not see its way 
to stop this favouritism, the writer will be compelled to give out its reason. 
Both Sir Charles Elliott and Lord Elgin are requested to enquire into the 
matter, and stop the patronage. When the Panjab Patriot has been deprived 
of its Government patronage, why should not the Hindoo Patriot be also 
deprived of it? . 
87. The Sanjivani of the 29th June unfavourably criticises the recett 
Snecial pension for certain off resolution of the Government making proviso) 
cers of the Uneovenanted Service, £0F @ special pension to be granted to certain officers 
belonging to the Uncovenanted Service. All these 
officers are, without a single exception, European, and they will now enjoy ® 
special pension over and above the compensation allowance. It is difficult t0 
understand what necessity there was for such an act of unprecedented generosity: 
But then it is very easy to be generous with other people’s money. 
38. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 3rd July writes as follows:— 
i ee The Hindoo Patriot defends Sir Charles Elliot 
Sir Charles Elliott. for his encouragement of civilians guilty of oa 


é : sion, by saying that no Lieutenant-Governor 
to screen guilty officials, but that the loud howl that is raised against such 
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enti ften conipels 
cers by the entire press, and the entire body of public speakers, o onipel 
perm Py-viacornony for sheer pity, to screen such ale sever ro grange 
If the country, says the Patriot, Save over wi 5 ippmrer re y the 
officials in silence, the Lieutenant-Governors would certainly visit the guilty 
officials with condign punishment. But does it become the Paérié to set u 
such a defence? And is it like a wise man to adopt such a line of reasoning 
Suppose John or Jacob commits a theft in a village, and the ers raise & 
hue and cry after him. Upon the Patrwi's line of reasoning, the judge must 
not punish this ill-used thief, but bestow his daughter upon him * ing ‘ 
Suppose a man commits a murder, for which the whole country con eae =. 
Upon the same line of reasoning, the judge must not punish the hardly- 
murderer, but say ‘‘ well done! my friend. You are discharged, and you need 
not fear anything.’ The Patriot has tried to do a friendly office for Sir 
Charles Elliott, but in its zeal to serve him has done greater harm to Sir 
Charles’ reputation than even the most vociferous among his detractors ever did. 
The Patriot openly declares the ruler of the province a violator of justice— 
justice, which every man, and a ruler of men above all, should repect above any 
earthly consideration whatever. Even Sir Charles will now say ‘save me from 


my friend.”’ ) 
III.—LEGISLATIVE. 


39. The Vikrampur of the 21st June says that Mr. Hennessy, who was one 

ne , of the candidates for a seat in the Bengal Legisla- 
a the Council ‘tive Council, was elected by the District Boards of 
eae Malda and Purnea. ‘I'he European candidate 
must have had the secret support of the local European officials. It is gratifyin 
to learn, however, that the Lieutenant-Governor has declared Mr, aaa. 
election null and void, and has ordered a.re-election. The public are very much 
thankful to His Honour for this act of justice. 


40. The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 25th June regrets to learn that Dr. 

a ' Rashbihari Ghosh has been defeated as a candidate 

Dr. Rashbihari Ghosh’s defeat. £4 seat; in the Bengal Council on behalf of the 

Municipalities of Burdwan. The system of election by votes never secures the 

election of the best available man. It is those that can canvass most that are 
likely to succeed. 


41. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 26th June learns that Mr. Duff has 
ee been elected by the Purnea District Board as its 

she Come anelien representative in the forthcoming election of a 
member by the Bhagalpore District Boards to represent them in the Bengal 
Legislative Council. Rai Suryanarayan Singh Bahadur, has however questioned 
the validity of his election, and has memorialised the Government on the subject. 
It is expected that the Lieutenant-Governor will do justice in this question. 


42. The Sahachar of a: 26th J me 4 sa Fray ~ae ere Mitra’s 
oe election to the Bengal Council from the Burdwan 
we. Rembinans Ghom's cetee. Division, but mane that a worthy candidate like 
Dr. Rashbihari Ghosh has been defeated. Dr. Ghosh’s defeat does not speak 
very highly for the recemant and good sense of the people of this country. 
The writer had heard that Babu Ishan would withdraw his candidature in order 
to make sure Dr. Ghosh’s return. It was rumoured that Babu Surendra Nath 
Banerji was doing all he could to oppose Dr, Ghosh’s election, his reason for 
so doing being that in the event of Dr. Ghosh’s election, his own chances for 
election to the Supreme Council would become unfavourable. Of the thirty- 
seven votes in the entire Division, so many as seven were at the disposal of the 
eaprenianeres for the Howrah District Board. This was not as it should have 
en. . 


43, ‘A correspondent of hae! a of the ons ae is * opinion that 

; the Award of Interest Bill, if passed into law, wil] 

the Awol of Iptevent Bal be a source of the greatest hardship to debtors, and 
of much unnecessary trouble to creditors. The word ‘principal’ as used in the 
Bill, can bear two meanings; one, the amount originally borrowed by the debtor, 
and the other, the amount mentioned by the debtor in his hand-note, and this 
latter may include the original amount of the loan and interest for a certain 
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period, if the hand-note is a renewed one, In the latter case, the measure can, 
not.prevent interest rey real cipal. In the former case, also, the 
pro law will be of little benefit to the debtor, because it will only lead tha 
creditor to institute his suit before the interest has exceeded the Or gs instead 
of waiting, as he now does, till about the completion of the period of limitation, 
The effect of this will be incalculable hardship to the debtor, and some more 
trouble to the creditor. Under the existing law, the creditor seldom thinks 
of troubling his debtor within three, six or twelve years, as the case may be, 
from the time of the commencement of the debt; but if Babu Mohini Mobad 
Roy’s Bill is passed, creditors will allow debts to stand out only so long ag the 
interest in each case does not exceed the principal, and as soon as the amount 
of interest becomes equal, or very nearly equal to the principal, they will éither 
get a decree against the debtor and put up to sale every bit of property the 
poor debtor possesses, or force him to renew the hand-note, in which the whole 
amount due, interest arid principal, will be mentioned as the amount of the debt, 
that is, as the principal. If, therefore, the proposer of the Bill is really anxious 
to protect debtors from the exactions of money-lenders, he should lay down 
some hard and fast rule regarding the rate of interest. 


44. The Sanjvani of the 29th June observes that the new amendment 
Defect in the new Calcutta Of the Calcutta Police Act is very likely to prove 
Police Act. inoperative. A recent case under a new section 
of the Act goes to prove that the Act is not — sufficient for the purpose 
for which it was intended. Miss Lucy, a European prostitute, was the 
other day prosecuted by a European constable before the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate of Calcutta, for having solicited passers-by to immorality. The 
Magistrate observed that he could not convict the accused without the evidence 
of the person or persons solicited. Asthe police constable very rightly observed, 
no gentleman is willing to give evidence that he was solicited by a prostitute in 
the public street. The law is therefore very likely to prove a dead-letter. 
That it will be so, was pointed out at the time when the law was under discussion 
in the Legislative Council. But the Government, with its characteristic obstinacy, 


remained impervious to the influence of public opinion. 


IV.—NAatTIve STATES. 


45. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th July. says that, as the 
may ae Amriia Bazar Patrika knows something of the 
dae affairs in Patna in the Central Provinces, the ruler 

of which seg committed suicide, and possesses letters from the deceased Raja, 
Government should take the Patrita’s help in clearmg up the mystery which © 
surrounds the Raja’s sad end. The Pafrika, too, should place in the pea atts 


— all the letters it has received, and render it every help in investigating the 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


46. The Charu Mihir of the 25th June has the following :— ae 
The relation between English. ‘The Indians have not yet succeeded in gaining 


men and Indians. 


the sympathy of Englishmen. The native garment 
assumed by Miss Annie Besant, snd by the members of the Salvation Army, 
the free entrance of the zanana missionaries into Hindu zananas, the teaching 
of the precept of love by Christian missionaries—none of these facts, meals 
and appliances have succeeded in drawing the black nate nearer to the white 
European. The Indians have many friends among the British people, but they 
have very few English frierftds in India. In India, a very large number of 
Englishmen take a pride in wounding the feelings of the Indians. And this 
ceaseless persecution is making the Indian slide away more and more from 
Englishmen. Englishmen, too, who hold high official positions, are not free 
from this charge of persecuting the Indians. Lord Ripon was able to change 
this painful relation of Englishmen to Indians for some time, but, single-handed, 
he could not make the change last long. At every step, and in everything; the 
Indians feel and feel acutely that though Englishmen have been reigning 10 this 
country for more than a century, they feel little sympathy with the people. 
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The Musalman rulers, too, were not op ey inally inhabitants of India; but they 
did not entertain an alien feeling towards the conquered people, and they ulti- 
mately became inhabitants of the country. It-1s a wonder that the ritish 
Government cannot yet trust the loyalty o the natives, In this one point, the 
Bible has failed to influence the mind of its followers. _And the expenditure of 
thirty lakhs every year for the maintenance of Christian missionaries must be, 
therefore, considered by India as sheer waste of her money. Education, 
enlightenment and. liberal views in religion have all failed to remove the race 
distinction between the conquerors and the conquered in this country. And 
instead of being removed, the distinction 1s growing more marked, as British 
dominion is becoming larger. This will be clear from the fact that the 
civilians and Christian missionaries do not now entertain towards the people 
the same kindly feelings that they did before. : 
The feeling of distance between the two races becomes keenly felt in 
politics and Thee matters in which the interests of the two peoples clash. It 
will pain everybody to hear of the treatment to which the Indian colonies in 
Natal are being subjected by Englishmen. In every matter in which the rights 
and interests of the two peoples conflict, Englishmen cannot sympathise with 
Indians. In India such conflict will never wholly disappear, though the Indians 
will be the last persons to do anything that will injure the interests of their 
rulers. They now ask Englishmen in the name of British honour not to 
oppress them, and to show them some reperny. 
47. The Banganivasi of the 28th June has the following regarding the 
address which has lately been presented to Mr. 
oink address to Mr. Lal Mohan J 4) Mohan Ghose at the Calcutta Town Hall in the 
name of the municipalities in the Presidency 


Division :— 

Mr. Lal Mohan Ghose is one of many gentlemen who, after two years’ 
service in the Bengal Legislative Council, as extraordinary members, have 
lately been relieved of their legislative work. ‘These gentlemen are all of them 
able men, and every one of them has done his duty in the Council as he was 
able to do it, and has probably given satisfaction to his constituents. But 
none of them, except Mr. Ghose, has been honoured by his constituents with a 
public presentation of an address for his services in the Council. The question 
naturally suggests itself whether this presentation of the address is a volurita 
act, or is only the result of wire-pulling on the part of Mr. Ghose’s friends. 
One cannot help asking oneself —“ Is this presentation of an address a volunta 
testimony of gratitude on the part of Mr. Ghose’s constituents, or is it only 
a thing which Mr. Ghose has long sought for, in order to find a fittin 
occasion to give vent to feelings that have long been struggling in his min 
for utterance? The public have from the very first suspected some mystery 
in connection with this affair of an address. 

The following pertinent questions may be asked in this connection :— 

(1) Did the municipalities in the Prsidency Division publicly adopt 
resolutions at their meetings expressing their wish to present 
Mr, Lal Mohan Ghose with an address? If so, why were the 
proceedings of such meetings kept a secret from the public 

__ instead of being published in the newspapers? 

(2) Did all the municipalities adopt such a resolution? If not, why 

was not the fact mentioned, and why was the address pre- 
_ sented in the name of all the municipalities ? 

(3) Is it not a fact that it was at first proposed to call a public ‘meeting, 
and to present Mr. Ghose with an address in the name of the 
public and not in that of the municipalities, who were his 
proper constituents? Ifso, why was the proposal abandoned ? 

(4) If the address has not really been unanimously presented by -the 
rere in the Presidency Division, 1s Mr. Ghose aware 

of the fact? 

(5) Even if it be granted that everything in connection with this 
address from its first conception to its presentation has been 
fair and regular, is it likely to add anything to the reputation of 
Mr, Ghose, the renowned patriot and candidate for Parlia- 
mentary election? If, on the other hand, the irregularities 
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referred to above have really taken. place, has rot Mr. Ghose 
|  gullied his fair fame by the address? fag eae 
48, The Hitavadi of the: rn Manddeal Goa i me 
é Municipal Commissioners of the Pro. 
=e sonren ty sidency Division are said to have held a m — 
at the Calcutta Town Hall on Monday last, for the purpose of ‘giving: an. address 
to. the Hon’ble Mr. Lal Mohan Ghose. An address was given by Mr. Ghoge’s 
friends and admirers, and -was cordially received by Mr. Ghose, who. took. 
the opportunity to defend himself before: the countzy, and make himself 
merry at the expense of his countrymen. We naturally feel some hesitation 
in writing against Mr. Ghose, because he’ rendered many services to: his, 
country in the past. But the way in which Mr. Ghose defended himself at the 
last meeting, by making hard insinuations: against his countrymen, and the-way. 
in which, in otder to conceal: his own: motives, he east unjust aspersions on 
others, oblige us to break our silence. He has now left us no alternative: byt, 
to criticise his actions, and he must thank himself if our criticism be unpleasant 
to him. It. is difficult to criticise without, wounding one’s feelings, 

- Some papers had called Mr. Ghose a traitor, and some people had called, 
hima fickle man. Mr. Ghose took this Town Hall opportunity to vent hisanger 
against these foolish or wicked people by treating them to a very pungent 
speech. Wecannot say how his speech will be ee ae those against whom 
it was directed. But it is perfectly easy to show that Mr, Ghose’s: defence of 
himself was a perfectly worthless one, and the advice he gave to his country- 
men did not come with a good grace from him. : 

With reference to his coming to the Railway Station to see- His: Honour off, 
he is reported to have said that ‘“‘he found that all civilised methods of 
conducting a political contest, and ordinary marks of respect shown to re- 
presentatives of the Crown, were construed as signs of desertion from the national 
cause.” But we did not know that his loyalty had all of a sudden received 
such an impulse. Itis for him to say whether he ever before showed similar 
respect to any other official in India. High or low, nobody has ever, we 
believe, failed to show respect to Sir Charles Elliott. Many people have sharply 
criticised Sir Charles’ actions, and have, under a sense of - duty» said. many 
unpleasant things regarding him; but even these people never forgot that he 
was their Lieutenant-Governor, and the representative of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Empress Victoria. But Mr. Ghose ought to have known. that 
people have not yet come to consider it one and the same thing to show respect to 
a representative of the Crown assuch, and to show respect to such a representative 
in his private capacity. 

Mr. Ghose exhorted his countrymen not to vilify the English, but to try to 
gain their object by means of persuasive words. But where had Mr. .Ghose 

eft his prudence and wisdom when he delivered his Deptford speech, and the 

celebrated Ibert Bill speech at Dacca? Is it wrong only to use sharp language, 

but not wrong to act improperly? What surprises us most is that Mr. Ghose 

of all others, should speak in this way. Oh that Mr. Branson of the High 

Court Bar was in Calcutta to-day to hear this recantation from the mouth of his 

opponent in the Ilbert. Bill controversy! India would have gained much by 
this time if persuasive words alone had enabled her to attain her ends. She has 

been flattering ‘and begging favours for a whole century. But what. has all 
this availed her? English education has taught us to distinguish good from 
bad, right from favour. We have also learnt to cry out when we are oppressed 
Every critic may not like sharp criticism ; but the wonder of wonders is thst 
Mr. Ghose, who can teach sharp criticism to many people in this country, 
should of all men blame such criticism. Imagine an ox devastating a field 0 

corn, and instead of the owner of the field or his servant approaching the beast 
club in hand, a religious ascetic approaching it with a sweet sermon in his mouth: 
‘Your oxship, you have no right to this field, you are a trespasser; you #r° 
stealing other people’s property, and wasting more:than you are eating. Just 
think how useful these crops are; and so on.” Will these sweet.and reasonable 
_—— —— the ox? Sharp words and even threats are at times Very 
needful. | : 

Here is another bit of Mr. Ghose’s defence. According to him, the Lady 
Dufferin Fund (the word given in Bengali is “‘@aq” an artifice) has been 
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atalilished in the interest of native females; and he committed no sin by attend- 
ee its bat annual meeting. Mr. Ghose may consider the fund benetictal to the 
country, but: the people themselves think and believe: otherwise. If Mr. Ghose 
has such a good opinion of it, why did he not join it before? I¢ has been in 
existence for many years now. One may t erefore well ask if it was his 
pointment to the Legislative Council, and the eating of one or two dinners in 
¢ Lientenant-Governor’s house, that suddenly made him so eager to, join 8 
benevolent movement: and opered the hidden fountain of charity in his mind. 
“Mr. Ghose kas to thank himself and his foolish. friends who organised the 
méeting, for tltis exposure of his private acts. The meeting was not attend 
by all Commissioners, and its organisers did not venture to invite the’ public. 
Ht was, in fact, only a meeting of a few dozen friends. ‘There . was no necessity 
for Mr. Ghose to attack his countrymen at such a meeting. But as it was, his 
own words have driven us to‘ this public criticism of his self-defence and of his 
real motives. : If telling the truth causes a breach among friends, surely he is not 
to blame, whi tells it. — 3 
49, The Bangavasi of the 29th June has the following :—_ Banaavasi, 
: With the overthrow of the Hindu rule in India, Jue 29%, 189%. 
Disintegration of Hindu so Hindu society has lost its strength and power. 
mate -- During the British rule in India, its disintegration 
has been almost complete. Not that the British Government purposely brought 
about its: dissolution; but its system of administration, its laws, its methods of 
overnment, struck at the root of the social solidarity of the Hindus, and broke 
ndu society almost into pieces. The British Government has all the peeve 
of administration centred in its hands. It is not-only the preserver of peace 
and order in the country: it is also the'sole arbitrator even in the case of reli- 
ious and social disputes of the people. Thus it is that. all classes of people, 
Hindus, Musalmans, Budhists, and Jains, have to get their religious and social 
disputes settled by British courts of justice guided by British law. All power 
to govern the society has been tuken from the hands of its constituted leaders, 
who were so long the makers as well as the administrators of social rules and 
religious regulations. Under the’ British: rule, no man, however exalted his 
Hoke and position in the society, has the power to admonish an offending 
member belonging to its lowest strata. In this respeet, even a Maharaja: 
Bahadur, invested with the highest titles of honour by the State, is on the same 
footing’ with a poor, obscure-and low-born member of the society. The power 
of gg dy roger has gone from the society. There is a trace of it here and 
— ag exercise of even that small vestige of power is regulated by the 
ritis ode. j s 
This was not the case in days gone by. ‘Then the society was strong in 
its own strength and powerful with its own power, The people had self- 
government, and the social rules and regulations were enforced with rigidity 
and strictness: There could therefore‘ be no disorder,-no license, no corruption 
in the society, but now the power of self-government is gone. The social bonds 
have broken asunder. Corruption and license run unbridled in the society. 
It is hopeless to reform the society without infusing new blood into it, without 
restoring to it its old power and strength. But is that possible in. these days ? 
In former days, if a man offended against the society, he was denied the com- 
pany of his castemen, he was prevented from smoking and dining with them 
and the village barber and washerman were forbidden to lend him their 
services. ‘I'hese forms of social ostracism are now criminal in the eye of the 
Penal Code. To allow license to have a full play in the society, and at the 
— bility to maintam order and law within it, are contrary to all rules of 
1 ° 
Those who hope to establish law and order in Hindu society with the help 
of an alien Government, whose law has done the most in bringing about its 
dissolution, cannot be said to be in:theirsenses, In saying this-we are rather hard 
on the social | reformers, but what milder epithet til aa apply to them ? These 
deluded men niay be very learned. and wise in their way; they may be well 
Mie in — literature, and may have studied English law and constitution. 
ae oo) “i og failed to study the En lish character and the spirit of 
ana ri ish politics. — That the system’ of'a ministration which has. produced 
ostered social evils, will also be their cure, is a principle which may pass 
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well in the homeepathic system of medicine ; it will be yet long before it ; 
ised as a principle of social reform. The attomapt to rosy the suppo rt < 
ded with. 


an alien Government in reforming Hindu society is sure to be atte 
evil nences, social as well as political. | 


50, e Sanjivani of the 29th June writes as follows:— 
The Hindu marriage-expense It is very good to say that reform, s 


question social reform, must come from within. But durin 
5 the last few years all attempts at reform by the 
people have ended in smoke. Our experience tells us that the Bengalis are a 
nation of talkers, and -we have lost our confidence in their ability to carry on 
any sustained work of reform. It is our conviction that without the help of 
the Government, direct or indirect, there is no hope of reforming the degraded 
Hindu society. ie 

Let us take an instance in point. One of the most crying evils of the day 
is the heavy expenses incurred by the Hindus in marrying their sons or 
daughters, The expenses incurred in marrying their daughters are already 
pressing heavily upon the Hindus of the upper classes. Everybody feels the 
pressure of the evil, everybody feels the necessity of removing it from the midst 
of the society, but no one is prepared to show the way to reform. The 
educated classes are the greatest offenders in this respect, and they appear to be 
the staunchest supporters of the evil practice. The father of an educated son 
is merciless in his demand on the father of a marriageable daughter. He is 
unsparing in his condemnation of the practice when he has a daughter to 
marry, but he is not prepared to abate his demand by a jot when he has to 
marry a son. It is impossible to expect any good from such men. It is equally 
useless to expect any good from the so-called orthodox leaders of the society. 
Their influence is very much at a discount, and they are not recognised by he 
educated classes, who are in these days the most influential in thesociety. It is, 
therefore, very much ses, Sang see that through the efforts of Babu Rasik Lal 
Roy, the Lieutenant-Governor has undertaken to initiate and foster a movement 
with a view to put down the evil so much complained of by the Hindu public. 
We have no doubt that if the District Officers work in right earnest, they will 
be able to stir the people, and enable them to bring about the desired reform 
with the sanction and support of the Government. 

With a view to help the movement in our humble way, we beg to suggest 
the following methods which, if adopted, are best calculated to remove the 


evil :— 


(1) Members of different castes should be required separately to sign 
tontracts duly executed and registered. : 

(2) By this contract they should be required to give the undertaking - 
that no one of them shall settle a dowry upon his daughter, 
consisting of cash. Where a dowry is setttled, it shall consist 
of ornaments, and shall never exceed in value one-tenth of his 
income. 

(3) The total marriage expense shall not also exceed in value one-tenth 
of a man’s income, 

(4). Any one breaking the agreement, shall be punished with a fine of 
Rs. 2,000, and this fine should be devoted to the improvement 
of the sanitation or education of the particular village in which 
the fine is realised. 

(5) The fine shall be realized by the Magistrate. 

51. The same paper publishes two letters complaining of cooly-recruiting 

Be abuses. The letters are written by eye-witnesses. 
Cooly-recruiting abuses. __ The first letter is written by one Taraprasad 

Roy of the Tangail sub-division in the Mymensingh district, and runs as 

follows :— 

On the 13th June last I was a passenger in the steamer Heron, plying 
between Goalundo and Assam. Among the passengers there was a number of 
coolies, male and female, bound for the tea plantations. One of them, a female 
cooly, Nithu by name, belonging to the Dom caste, was piteously crying and im- 
pheing the passengers for mercy. She told me that one Brindabun Hasbi had 

ecoyed her from her native vil £e, and registered her as a contract cooly 
without her knowledge and consent. It was also through the tactics of the 
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recruiter that she was placed on the deck, and despatched to Assam. 
repent z the. neue started ‘trowa Goalundo, Nithu began to cry aloud. 
Her lamentations moved the ‘+o tears, but the medical officer. in 
charge was immoveable as stone, He gave & sharp and angy reply to all ques- 
tions put to him regarding the poor cooly woman. The Christian ristian Missi 
of Tangail, however, did his best to get her released, but in vain. 


dead. Her mother’s name is Rangi, and her brother’s name is Ajodhya. 
nd letter runs as follows:— jah Pu Git 
On the 20th June last we were among the passengers in the steamer Mismt, 
and were bound for Serajganj (a sub-division inthe Pabna district). Among the 
ngers we found a a Bah girl ‘of eighteen, crying aloud, and held fast 
by three women. On enquiry, I learnt that her native village is Pachamba in 
e Giridhi sub-division of the Hazaribagh district. Hername is Kariman, her 
husband’s name is Rajab Ali, and her father’s name is Sabrati. She toldus that 
a cooly-recruiter enticed her away from her father’s house, and took her. to 
Purulia (in the Manbhum district). She has been registered as a contract cooly 
without her knowledge, and despatched to Assam. We are try 


Bes move the | 
Sub-divisional Officer of Serajganj, so that he may take immediate steps to 


release the poor girl. The medical officer in charge of the steamer behaved 
shamefully sowanls the passengers who tried to interest themselves in the poor 
cooly woman. He abused us, threatened us with legal proceedings, and placed 
the poor girl behind a screen so that we might not talk with her. 


Damopak Roy, | 
Puskurpur, Pabna. . 


Trattakya Nato Mavuix, © 
Rughunathpur, Muthura, Pabna. 
Sarat Kumar Basu, 
Headmaster, Porjana High School. — 
Brrr Braakt CHatrersi, 
Head Clerk, Ambaria Estate, Suvarnakhali. 


The two letters, observes the writer in the Sanyjivant, are pathetic in the 
extreme, and the abuses of which they complain are unfortunately growing. 
There is only one way to put them down. ‘The Government should invest a 
number of gentlemen of position in every village with the powers of a special 


constable, so that they may have the opportunity of saving the simple villagers 
from the ‘clutches of the cunning bea < . . P ag 


AssaM Papers. 


52. The Srihatéavasi for the first fortnight of Ashar has the following :— 


Another instance of nepotism has lately come 
ue nee the Aomm Edna to our knowledge. It will at home to the most 

Aue ; sceptic mind the validity of our contention. Our 
first letter contained these remarks :—‘‘ Suppose a vacancy occurs in the Educa- 
tion Department. The news will be flashed across miles of distance, but the 


nearest neighbour shall be studious] 
to know of it, it shall have been filled ob de = 4 4 - T _ i ay The 
A slightly different policy is adopted in the case of those who cannot claim 
any relationship. If candidates for higher appointments, they must be graduates. 
Given this, the rest will follow as a matter of course.” ‘The story which we 
shall presently relate, substantiates every bit of statement contamed in this 


extract. A vacancy actually occurred of late. The news however, had not to 


be flashed across miles of distance, as a very eligible candidate was ‘very. near 


at hand, but the nearest neighbour was cortainl 
y kept in the dark, F 
ourselves, till the appointment was actually made,. we did not in the least 


suspect that any ° st beco vacan ; 
80 the rest followed as a master of ese all. The candidate _— a graduate, 


SRIHATTAVaSI, — 
for first fortnight of 
Ashar, 1302B.S. 
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to details. It would: am that the post. of the 
ely fell vacant. Ho : _ 


to be 


the superior claims of a number of others, the 
Babu Birendra Kumar Basu, who was gradua 
' We are at a loss to understand the principle upon 

proceeded to make his selection. Justice and equity demand that all appoint- 
ments in the public service should be made (1) with reference to the respective 
merits of the candidates, and (2) with reference to their seniority, other things 
being equal, But the present case, we regret, will not stand the scrutiny of 
either test. So far as we are aware, four gentlemen had recently applied for 
gome situation in the Assam Education Service. Two of them were Masters 
of Arts, one was a Bachelor of Law, and the fourth a Bachelor of Arts who 
had tried his Master of Arts, but was unhappily unsuccessful. We know the 
first two gentlemen well, and: are in a position to assert without the least fear 


of contradiction that in schools and _— they led a much more promising 
career than Babu Birendra Kumar did. Besides, there.is a world of difference 
between a M. A. and a B. A. Again, the duties of a 2nd master call for 
special proficiency in Mathematics, and Mr. Wilson is universally credited to 
have preferred students of the Science course to those of Arts. It was there- 
fore but just and natural that the candidates who had taken up the Science 
course in B. A. and passed their M. A. in Science, should have the preference. 
But these considerations were overlooked in the weakness of the moment. 
We may remark in passing that of the two M. As., one was a native of Sylhet, 
and the other of Dacca. The latter gentleman was offered and has accepted 
the 3rd mastership of the Nowgong High School, while the former has been 
denied even the common courtesy of a reply. Of the two remaining candi- 
dates, pitted as they were against such a formidable rival, their applications 
were not perhaps thought worth the paper on which they were written. 

Yet a graver injustice has been done to those already in service. Be it 


a question of seniority or of merit, they possessed immensely superior claims. 


Babu Barada Charan Syam, a scholar of no mean merit, has been acting as « 


3rd master with great credit. Babu Bisweswar De, also a 3rd master, is now | = 


some years old in service. Babu Hari Charan De and Babu Sarada Charan 
Sarma, the one as 4th master and the other as 5th master, have already earned 
a golden opinion of their superiors. And they are all graduates of the same 
University to which Babu Birendra Kumar owes his degree. Why were they, 
then, passed over and Babu Birendra Kumar placed over their heads? By his 
act, the Director has committed himself to either of these alternatives: either 
he thinks these gentlemen undeserving of promotion, in which case he must be 
thinking against the unqualified testimony of their immediate superiors, or he | 
must admit that he has committed an act of flagrant injustice for which he 
has justly incurred the liability of a severe condemnation. 3 

We have purposely left out the cases of those undergraduates who might 
expect to have their claims considered on this occasion. They must thank 
their stars that they are not worse off than they are now, considering the 
shabby manner in which their graduate friends have been treated. | 

It may ibly be that in giving Birendra Babu a post, the 
Director in the Education Department has only marked his appreciation of the 
singular services done by Babu Durga Kumar Bose to the cause of education. 
We hope the time has not yet come for it. Such honours are bestowed with 
the grace at the time of retirement or after death, which God forbid. 

We cannot accept the ae as itis; some modification is necessary to 
make it consonant with public interests. In the hands of a weak administrator 
it is apt to degenerate into an instrument of indiscriminate favouritism. And 
our recent lence confirms our suspicion. In making this appointment, 
the Director allowed his zeal to override his prudence. An inferior situation 
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might have answered the purpose equally well, and at the same time spared 


h bling and irritation. It would cost a graduate of his calibre 
vat of ra to work his way even up to'a Srd mastership in the ordinary 
way. skal ve si 
But if this principle is so rigidly adhered to, it ought to be followed 
uniformly in oves oie. Babu irks Chandra Choudhuri has grown gray in 


Assam service. He has devoted the energies of a whole lifetime to the service 


of the Assam Government in various capacities. Now that he has almost 
reached the end of his labours, he approached the Director, being now about 
13 years in the Education Department, with a view to obtain some situation 
for his son, who isa graduate of no ordinary merit. But to his _ utter dis- 
appointment he was told that the Director could do nothing for him! What 
a commentary is it on the Director’s sense of justice and fair play! His stout 
Scotch heart swelled with indignation when Babu Giris Chandra preferred his 
suit in the plainest terms, but it could not hold its own against the insinuating 
arts of flattery ! 

We might have had some consolation had the appointment of Babu 
Birendra Kumar been an accession to the service. As it is he will swell the 
catalogue of those after whom the 5th proposition of the First Book of Euclid 
has been rightly named—*“ the ass’s bridge.” 

Since writing the above we have been informed that a distinguished 
graduate of Sylhet had also applied for a . He stood first in Assam in 
his year and passed the First Examination in in the first division. He has 

ssed B. A, in the first attempt, while Babu Birendra Kumar got plucked once. 
oreover, that brilliant Sylhet graduate was highl seeniamiamil by aman like 
Babu Abhoy Dharan Das, Headmaster of the Silchar High School, but alas! 


as pease Babu is not a man of the blessed district, his recommendation was of 
no avail. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengal Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 6th July 1895. 
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